
 

 

Notice of meeting and agenda 

 

 

Education, Children and Families Committee 

 

10.00 am Tuesday, 18th May, 2021 

 

Virtual Meeting - via Microsoft Teams 

 

This is a public meeting and members of the public are welcome to view the webcast 

on the Council’s website. 

The law allows the Council to consider some issues in private. Any items under “Private 

Business” will not be published, although the decisions will be recorded in the minute. 
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1.  Order of Business 

1.1   Including any notices of motion and any other items of business 

submitted as urgent for consideration at the meeting. 

 

2. Declaration of Interests 

2.1   Members should declare any financial and non-financial interests 

they have in the items of business for consideration, identifying 

the relevant agenda item and the nature of their interest. 

 

3. Deputations 

3.1   If any  

4.  Minutes 

4.1   Minute of Education, Children and Families of 2 March 2021 – 

submitted for approval as a correct record  

9 - 20 

5. Forward Planning 

5.1   Work Programme 21 - 24 

5.2   Rolling Actions Log 25 - 54 

5.3   Racism Action Tracker 55 - 56 

6. Business Bulletin 

6.1   Business Bulletin 57 - 66 

7. Executive Decisions 

7.1   Report Regarding Petition - Review Cuts to English as an 

Additional Language for Dalry Primary School – Report by the 

Acting Head of Schools & Lifelong Learning 

67 - 80 

7.2   Response to Incidents Survey – Report by the Acting Head of 81 - 122 
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Schools & Lifelong Learning 

7.3   Promoting Equality – Report by the Acting Head of Schools & 

Lifelong Learning 

123 - 210 

7.4   Edinburgh Learns for Life – Report by the Acting Head of Schools 

& Lifelong Learning 

211 - 224 

7.5   Lifelong Learning Service Plan Update – Report by the Acting 

Head of Schools & Lifelong Learning 

225 - 354 

7.6   Education Standards and Quality Report (1) – Report by the 

Acting Head of Schools & Lifelong Learning 

355 - 394 

7.7   Young Carers Services – Report by the Head of Safer & Stronger 

Communities 

395 - 422 

7.8   Early Years Expansion to 1140 Funded Hours - Progress and 

Risk Update – Report by the Acting Head of Schools & Lifelong 

Learning 

423 - 438 

7.9   Relationships, Learning and Behaviour Procedure – Report by 

the Acting Head of Schools & Lifelong Learning 

439 - 480 

7.10   Renewal of NHS Lothian Service Level Agreements – Report by 

the Head of Safer & Stronger Communities 

481 - 486 

7.11   South East Improvement Collaborative - Edinburgh Focus 

Summary – Report by the Acting Head of Schools & Lifelong 

Learning 

487 - 492 

7.12   Attainment in the Senior Phase, 2019-20 – Report by the Acting 

Head of Schools & Lifelong Learning 

493 - 514 

7.13   School Session Dates 2022-2025 – Report by the Acting Head of 

Schools & Lifelong Learning 

515 - 526 

7.14   Sistema Scotland - Big Noise Orchestra Programme – Report by 

the Acting Head of Schools & Lifelong Learning 

527 - 542 
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7.15   Wester Hailes High School - Change of School Name – Report by 

the Acting Head of Schools & Lifelong Learning 

543 - 546 

7.16   Internal Audit - Overdue Findings and Key Performance 

Indicators as at 10 February 2021 - Referral from the 

Governance, Risk and Best Value Committee – Report by the 

Chief Executive 

547 - 660 

8. Motions 

8.1   Motion by Councillor Mary Campbell – Deferred Start Funding: 

“1.1 Committee notes that each year a number of families whose 

children are due to start school before the age of 5 contact the 

council seeking to defer the start of primary school for a year and 

to secure funding for a further year in a pre-school setting; 

committee further notes that children who are not 5 until the 

following January or February will automatically get government 

funding for a deferred year if they so apply, but that those whose 

5th birthday falls August to December are funded on a case by 

case basis by the council. 

1.2 Committee notes the forthcoming change in deferred places 

funding for children starting primary school, which means that 

from 2023, children born from August to December will also be 

able to get deferred early learning and childcare places funded by 

the Scottish Government. 

1.3 Committee recognises that under previous deferred places 

rules, Edinburgh had a large number of deferred places 

applications, and that the forthcoming change may increase 

pressure on early years places. 

1.4 In light of the pending changes Committee therefore requests 

a report, by December 2021, on the preparations that need to be 

made to build capacity for this change, with a specific focus on 

how to level the application playing field so that the council can 

ensure that the children most in need of a deferred start are 

encouraged to apply.   

1.5 For the August 2021 intake, Committee also recognises the 

unique circumstances of the year past and the level of 

applications for deferrals from parents concerned that their 
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children have not been able to develop as well with so much time 

spent out of nursery; and so agrees to fund any non-granted 

requests from those families who have already applied for term 

2021/2022; committee notes that this number will be known for 

certain after the appeals committee meets on the 13th of May, but 

will be fewer than 55 children. 

1.6 The finance needed to resource 1.5 should be referred to full 

council on 27 May 2021. 

1.7 Committee also agrees that Convenor should write to the 

Minister for Childcare and the Early Years and COSLA to request 

consideration to be one of the pilot Council areas for 2022/2023, 

in order to learn as much as possible about the likely impact, and 

so the Scottish Government can gain data from a large local 

authority with a likely high uptake rate. 

1.8 Committee also mandates the Convenor to write to the 

Minister for Childcare and the Early Years and COSLA to request 

additional legislative work to consider the circumstances of 

premature children, in light of evidence showing that premature 

birth is linked to additional learning challenges, and that 

premature children whose birthdays fall outside the considered 

deferral period but whose expected due date would have qualified 

them for deferred enrolment are put at a double disadvantage. 

 

Andrew Kerr 

Chief Executive 

 

Committee Members 

Councillor Ian Perry (Convener), Councillor Alison Dickie (Vice-Convener), Councillor 

Eleanor Bird, Councillor Steve Burgess, Councillor Mary Campbell, Councillor Scott 

Douglas, Councillor Joan Griffiths, Councillor David Key, Councillor Callum Laidlaw, 

Councillor Jason Rust and Councillor Louise Young 

Information about the Education, Children and Families Committee 

The Education, Children and Families Committee consists of 11 Councillors and is 

appointed by the City of Edinburgh Council.  The Education, Children and Families 

Committee usually meets in the Dean of Guild Court Room in the City Chambers on the 
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High Street in Edinburgh.  There is a seated public gallery and the meeting is open to 

all members of the public. 

Further information 

If you have any questions about the agenda or meeting arrangements, please contact , 

Committee Services, City of Edinburgh Council, Business Centre 2.1, Waverley Court, 

4 East Market Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BG,  Tel , email 

lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk/matthew.brass@edinburgh.gov.uk. 

A copy of the agenda and papers for this meeting will be available for inspection prior to 

the meeting at the main reception office, City Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh. 

The agenda, minutes and public reports for this meeting and all the main Council 

committees can be viewed online by going to www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cpol.  

Webcasting of Council meetings 

Please note this meeting may be filmed for live and subsequent broadcast via the 

Council’s internet site – at the start of the meeting the Convener will confirm if all or part 

of the meeting is being filmed. 

The Council is a Data Controller under current Data Protection legislation.  We 

broadcast Council meetings to fulfil our public task obligation to enable members of the 

public to observe the democratic process.  Data collected during this webcast will be 

retained in accordance with the Council’s published policy including, but not limited to, 

for the purpose of keeping historical records and making those records available via the 

Council’s internet site. 

Any information presented by individuals to the Council at a meeting, in a deputation or 

otherwise, in addition to forming part of a webcast that will be held as a historical 

record, will also be held and used by the Council in connection with the relevant matter 

until that matter is decided or otherwise resolved (including any potential appeals and 

other connected processes).  Thereafter, that information will continue to be held as 

part of the historical record in accordance with the paragraphs above. 

If you have any queries regarding this, and, in particular, if you believe that use and/or 

storage of any particular information would cause, or be likely to cause, substantial 

damage or distress to any individual, please contact Committee Services 

(committee.services@edinburgh.gov.uk). 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cpol

